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ABSTRACT 



This Kids Count factbook is the fifth to examine statewide 
and county trends in the well-being of Maryland's children. The statistical 
portrait is based on indicators in the domains of economic well-being, good 
health, safety, and preparing for adulthood. The 16 indicators are: (1) child 

poverty; (2) child support; (3) births to teens; (4) low birth weight 
infants; (5) infant mortality; (6) early prenatal care; (7) binge drinking; 

(8) child abuse and neglect; (9) child death rate; (10) teen violent death; 
(11) school violence; (12) juvenile violent crime arrests; (13) nonviolent 
juvenile criminal arrests; (14) third grade reading; (15) on-time graduation; 
and (16) high school completion. The report presents key findings about 
Maryland's children and describes how Maryland counties rank and how the 
state ranks nationwide. The bulk of the report presents state and county 
level data on demographic information and the above indicators from the mid 
1980s to the late 1990s. Key findings indicated that there were improvements 
in percentage of babies born to teenage mothers, percentage of paying child 
support cases, infant mortality rate, percentage of third grade students 
performing satisfactorily or above on the reading portion of the Maryland 
State Performance Assessment Program, teen violent death rate, nonviolent 
juvenile crime arrests, and the percentage of women beginning prenatal care 
in the first trimester. There was an increase in child poverty, 
violence-related arrests, and binge drinking. The report concludes with an 
appendix presenting data by county on the indicators and information on 
methodology and data sources. (KB) 
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On page 84 of The Maryland 1999 KIDS COUNT Factbook, we reported 
an error on the table labeled, "Teen Birth Rate." The numbers should read 
as the following: 



TEEN BIRTH RATE 

Rate of Births from mothers ages 15-19 per 1,000 females, ages 15-19 

Maryland 





THEN 1987 


NOW 1997 


TREND 


RANK 


County 


Total 


Wliite Africnii Aiiicricnii* 


Total 


White African Aiiiericau 






Allegany 


37.6 


36.4 


72.7 


41.5 


43.6 


17.6 


Worse 


10 


Anne Arundel 


33.9 


27.8 


64.4 


36.6 


27.7 


75.8 


Worse 


8 


Baltimore City 


88.0 


57.2 


99.6 


94.5 


48.9 


111.5 


Worse 


24 


Baltimore County 


26.4 


23.4 


41.1 


33.0 


24.2 


65.8 


Worse 


7 


Calvert 


37.0 


21.9 


97.6 


88.8 


36.0 


56.8 


Worse 


23 


Caroline 


43.3 


34.5 


80.0 


66.3 


13.8 


116.7 


Worse 


21 


Carroll 


24.4 


23.5 


47.4 


18.2 


18.5 


8.3 


Better 


2 


Cecil 


57.2 


59.3 


36.7 


52.7 


50.0 


81.3 


Better 


16 


Charles 


31.6 


24.3 


57.9 


46.7 


33.8 


88.4 


Worse 


14 


Dorchester 


66.9 


26.3 


140.5 


72.5 


52.0 


97.5 


Worse 


22 


Frederick 


27.7 


25.2 


58.3 


29.2 


25.1 


74.4 


Worse 


5 


Garrett 


49.6 


50.0 


0.0 


58.8 


60.6 


0.0 


Worse 


17 


Harford 


29.3 


25.8 


53.8 


31.0 


26.9 


53.9 


Worse 


6 


Howard 


13.8 


10.7 


26.3 


16.9 


12.8 


34.3 


Worse 


1 


Kent 


17.1 


11.1 


37.5 


44.6 


28.1 


106.7 


Worse 


12 


Montgomery 


17.2 


13.4 


27.2 


21.7 


15.1 


36.5 


Worse 


4 


Prince George's 


38.2 


24.1 


48.3 


45.6 


25.6 


52.6 


Worse 


13 


Queen Aine's 


32.0 


27.4 


57.9 


19.6 


13.8 


53.8 


Better 


3 


Somerset 


48.4 


48.8 


48.1 


43.8 


15.9 


43.1 


Better 


11 


St. Mary's 


38.1 


31.0 


69.7 


39.6 


30.5 


83.7 


Worse 


9 


Talbot 


36.0 


26.4 


60.7 


62.3 


40.4 


115.0 


Worse 


20 


Washington 


48.3 


45.7 


105.0 


59.5 


55.8 


153.3 


Worse 


18 


Wicomico 


42.4 


29.3 


80.0 


60.9 


31.6 


144.0 


Worse 


19 


Worcester 


47.6 


25.6 


97.4 


49.1 


41.1 


67.7 


Worse 


15 


MARYLAND 


40.7 


27.1 


66.9 


43.9 


28.1 


74.1 


Worse 





Source: May land Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. Division of Health Statistics 
• African American category for J9S7also includes other mces 
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Key Findings About Maryland’s Children 
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How Maryland Counties Rank 
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How Does Mdtykttd Compare I How Does Mat-ykttd 

to other States on Teen Sexual Activity"^ I Compare to Other States*"^ 
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